Wealth in the Using
motes the use of these goods by increasing the produc-
tion of them. But it pays its way in the same sense as
public water-supply pays its way. It is not only an
extension of benefits like education, although this kind
of benefit also may be part of public policy; for a
public works policy aims at increasing the propor-
tion of paid work done for the majority by the
majority. Incidentally, it may decrease the proportion
of paid work done for those with high incomes. It
may, for example, reduce the number of footmen
and maid-servants. But that is of no importance if
it increases the supply of roadmakers and house-
builders and clothing-workers. The payment of the
builders thus comes from the incomes of the clothing-
workers and vice versa. The "market" for a public
works policy is the large market of low incomes still
hardly envisaged by the traditional politician.
The "works" which public policy should promote
should naturally be different at different times in
different countries. But in Great Britain it is generally
agreed that housing would be a good example of
public works at present. Unfortunately, however, the
housing of those with the lowest incomes is generally
regarded as a sort of "charity." Their rents are
supposed to be subsidized; and in some cases, where
rents for new houses are high, the lowest incomes have
not been enough for an adequate food supply to be
obtained by the family; and we have had the ridiculous
result of public policy that people starve in better
houses. But there is no reason why rents should be